I Chief Judge's Greeting

The era of Reiwa has just started. IP-related disputes
have become increasingly complex and difficult due to the
advancement of science and technology, the spread of the
internet, and the diversification of values. Such disputes
have also become more internationalized than ever before
in tandem with the globalization of activities of companies
and people. Under these circumstances, the Intellectual
Property High Court was established in 2005 as a high court
specialized in IP-related lawsuits. This year marks its 16th

anniversary.

In order to resolve IP-related lawsuits in an appropriate
and swift manner in spite of their increasing complexity and
difficulty, it is necessary for the Intellectual Property High
Court to examine each case and provide a convincing solution by utilizing expert knowledge. Also,
it is necessary to render judgements that provide guidelines for corporate activities. The Intellectual
Property High Court has been using its Grand Panel system to make determinations concerning
important issues disputed in lawsuits over patent rights, etc. We are determined to keep contributing
to proper resolution of IP-related disputes.

In addition, the number of cross-border IP-related disputes is increasing due to the globalization
of business activities. In line with this trend, the number of overseas visitors to the Intellectual
Property High Court is increasing every year, making active international exchanges possible. The
Intellectual Property High Court started holding a Judicial Symposium on Intellectual Property
from 2017 on an annual basis in collaboration with related organizations and inviting judges and
attorneys from other countries to the Symposium in order to hold mock trials and panel discussions.
Through these international activities, we are intending to disseminate information on and promote
the activities of the Intellectual Property High Court of Japan.

In order to respond to changes in social conditions and to evolve with the new era, we will make
our utmost efforts to conduct more substantial proceedings and promote the use of information
technology. Furthermore, the Intellectual Property High Court has committed itself to becoming a
court that is trusted both in Japan and worldwide.

We appreciate your continued support going forward.

TAKABE Makiko
Chief Judge
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