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Date Type of cases video trial was introduced
December 5, 1995 Video trial was introduced for areas of poor transportation 

access
March 29, 2016 Video examination was introduced for witnesses, appraisers, and 

expert witnesses (when appearing before a court is difficult)
Jun 1, 2020 Due to COVID 19, video trial was introduced for pretrial hearing

November 18, 2021 The scope of video trial was expanded, including to pretrial 
hearing

Currently, video trials may be used for the following under the Korean civil procedures:
• Oral arguments
• Pre-trial hearing and examination
• Mediation
• Examination of witnesses, examination of the parties, examination of appraisers, interpretation

, provision of opinion, etc. by technical advisors



Video trials have increasingly been popular amid the social crisis caused by COVID-19. Since the a
mended law expanded the scope of video trials on November 18, 2021, the number of video trials
has grown steadily to surpass 10,000 cases as of April 20, 2023.

Classification
2021 2022 2023

Total
Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. 4/20

Video Hearing 11 97 188 179 380 390 396 435 411 503 611 625 716 787 684 465 1382 1126 9386

Video 
Examination 7 13 16 7 31 44 44 40 39 46 56 55 61 63 58 35 63 50 728

Total 18 110 204 186 411 434 440 475 450 549 667 680 777 850 742 500 1445 1176 10114

The use of video trials is also growing at the Intellectual Property High Court. From 2021 to July 2023,
43 video trials were held at the IP High court.

2021 2022 January 1-July 31, 2023
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Date Type of cases where ECFS was introduced
April 26, 2010 IP High Court cases

May 1, 2011 Certain civil cases
January 1, 2012 All civil cases

January 21, 2013 Family and administrative cases 
September 16, 2013 Preliminary attachment/injunction petitions 

April 28, 2014 Rehabilitation and bankruptcy 
March 23, 2015 Civil execution and non-contentious cases 











IP litigation cases in the world are 
found to be similar in terms of disputes, 
handling procedures, and court 
precedents. 

It is also clear that the constraints of 
physical distance are no longer an issue 
with the adoption of video trials and 
electronic litigation.

The Unified Patent Court has been 
established, so why not an Asia Unified 
IP Community(AUIPC) ? 

Now is the right time to initiate 
discussions regarding the 
establishment of AUIPC.

Thank 
You


