Chief Judge’s Greeting

The Intellectual Property High Court will reach the 20th
anniversary of its establishment in April 2025.In October
2022, the Intellectual Property High Court, formerly located in
Kasumigaseki, was relocated to a new building in Nakameguro,
Tokyo, to form a new court complex called the “Business Court”
together with other related divisions. I am pleased to say that the
Business Court has been operated for 2 years smoothly so far.

In recent years, along with the remarkable development of
pioneering technology and information and communication
technology, like the Generative Al, the utilization of intellectual
property rights has advanced rapidly, and the roles that the
judiciary should play in protecting these rights have been becoming
increasingly important. In addition, the globalization of economic
activities has led to an increase in cross-border intellectual property
disputes.

Under such circumstances, as initiatives for the digitalization
of court proceedings, the Intellectual Property High Court has been actively utilizing a web
conferencing system for proceedings to arrange issues and evidence and for oral argument
proceedings, and an electronic document filing system for civil cases (commonly known as “mints”).
Additionally, the Code of Civil Procedure is scheduled to be amended by May 2026 to enable the
start of new measures, such as online filing of suits and other litigation documents, along with the
digitalization of case records. In anticipation of these amendments, the Intellectual Property High
Court has been making efforts to ensure highly-specialized, appropriate and expedited judicial
decisions through substantial proceedings by reviewing its litigation practices and improving its
approach to the management of proceedings.

We also engage in initiatives to disseminate information in order to promote international
harmonization and enhance the predictability in corporate activities. On the website of the
Intellectual Property High Court, we publish judgments and disclose information that is helpful
for the operation of IP-related litigation, such as guidelines for court proceedings. In addition,
the Intellectual Property High Court holds the Judicial Symposium on Intellectual Property on
an annual basis in collaboration with related organizations, inviting legal professionals, etc. from
overseas, in order to discuss court decisions and recent topics regarding global IP disputes. Through
this symposium, we disseminate information concerning the IP judicial system of Japan globally,
and also provide the latest information concerning the IP judicial systems of foreign countries.

Going forward, while collaborating with other relevant divisions in the Business Court, which
is a new hub for business-related lawsuits, the Intellectual Property High Court will aim to meet
the public’s expectations to properly solve intellectual property disputes through substantial and
speedy proceedings with the active use of digital technology, and will make efforts to increase the
international community’s trust in Japan’s intellectual property system. We greatly appreciate your
continued understanding and cooperation.

HONDA Tomonari
Chief Judge

Cherry Blossoms along the Meguro River and the Business
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