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IP High Court - 3rd year
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Jurisdiction
Cases Handled by the IP Court

Civil cases relating to intellectual property Suit against appeal/trial decision 
made by JPO

Supreme Court Supreme Court

IP High Court IP High Court
• Patent rights
• Utility model rights
• Design rights
• Trademark rights

Technological cases
• Patent rights
• Utility model rights
• Rights of layout-designs of 
integrated circuits
• Rights of the authors of a 
program work

Tokyo/Osaka District 
Courts

Tokyo/Osaka District Courts or 
any other District Courts in Japan
Technological cases

• Design rights
• Trademark rights
• Copyrights
(excluding rights of the authors of program work)
• Breeders’ rights
• Infringements of business interests by 
acts of unfair competition

Relevant high court with jurisdiction 
over the area where the court of the 

first instance is located

(Final instance) (Final instance)

(Second instance) (First instance)

(First instance)

Cases handled by the district 
courts under the jurisdiction 
of high courts other than the 

Tokyo High Court

Cases handled by the 
district courts under 
the jurisdiction of the 

Tokyo High Court

Source: IP High Court, Homepage
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Types of IP Litigation in Japan

1. Cancellation cases
Lawsuits for the Cancellation of Decisions 
made by Patent Office

600/year, 80% (IP High Court)

2. Infringement cases

100/year, 20% (IP High Court)

Invalidity

Infringement



4

Filing of the case

Court Procedure

How long?

　　　　　Hearing Dates Judgment

How many?
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Proposal in 2003

Three Contents

Ⅰ.　Parties should submit by the date

Ⅱ.　Discuss intensively in hearing

Ⅲ.　Enough time for preparation
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Current Practice

Types of Hearings

1. First Hearing

2. Main Hearing

3. Final Hearing

2 hearing dates

Judgement

Condensed,

Supported by 
technical staffs
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Benefits

Ⅰ.　Predictable and Comfortable
Parties

Courts (Litigation economy)

All people (Industry･･･)

Ⅱ.　Flexible
Applicable to all type of cases

Ⅲ.　Small Backlog
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Effect- Statistics

Source: IP High Court, Homepage
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Effect- Statistics

280 279

328

478

575

636

534 527

589

253

302 298

430

471

571

693

619 609

429
393 435397

19.8

21.4

18.6

17.2

11.6 12
12.7 12.4 12.6

9.4

14.2

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005
0.0

3.0

6.0

9.0

12.0

15.0

18.0

21.0

24.0

Commenced
Disposed
Average Time Intervals from Commencement to Disposition (months)

(Number of cases) (months)

(FY)

Source: IP High Court, Homepage



10

Thank you for your attention
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